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length, and though always on civil, would never be on
intimate terms with him. Far different has been the Duke's
own career, for he has, throughout the Session, displayed a
dignity, candour, and moderation, without any tameness or
indifference or inactivity, which raise him to the highest
rank as a statesman and a patriot, and show him equally
mindful of his own honour and his country's good. He
alone has moderated the rancour of Lyndhurst, kept in
check the violence of Brougham, and restrained the im-
petuosity and impatience of his party. His abstinence from
opposition exceedingly provoked his followers, for, with the
exception of the question of the appointment of magistrates
by the Chancellor, upon which he treated the latter with
considerable asperity, and blamed his conduct severely, he
displayed uniform leniency and forbearance; at the end of
the'session, indeed, he supported Brougham in his attack
upon Durham, though not by any means joining in it with
the same animus. Melbourne, very soon after the commence-
ment of the session, openly, avowedly, and intentionally
quarrelled with Brougham and set him at defiance. How-
ever unequal to him on the whole, he came off tolerably well
in the little skirmishes which constantly took place between
them, and he derived a strength and security from the
Duke's forbearance or support, which enabled him to jog on
without sustaining any material damage from Brougham's
terrible assaults. None of his colleagues were of much use
to him, and Glenelg got so cruelly mauled at first, that he
had afterwards no mind to mingle more than he could help
in the fray.
In the House of Commons the debates have been much
less interesting and exciting than in the House of Lords.
John Russell has continued steadily to advance in public
estimation as a speaker and political leader, and Morpeth
and Sir George Grey have taken higher places, while Rice
and Thomson have lost ground, and Hobhouse has sunk
into utter insignificance. Peel has, throughout the Session,
acted a moderate, cautious part, and Stanley and Graham
have said and done little or nothing, both parties, as if by